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To Whom it May Concern,

           For nearly four years I have known Mr. Jonathan Hoff as his supervisor in two different educational settings.

         Not long he after he arrived in Vietnam, Jonathan enrolled at Ho Chi Minh City’s TEFL International, highly regarded for its training in linguistics and its certification program for young college graduates interested in teaching Second Language Acquisition. In my capacity as Academic Director at a language institute here in HCMC, and upon a very strong recommendation of the TEFL International director, I interviewed and immediately hired Jonathan as an instructor to teach academic English as a Foreign Language (EFL) to high school students. His classes were rigorous, well-organized and highly personalized, providing creative opportunities to young people who had, theretofore, tuned out much of the traditional and unsuccessful methodologies of teaching English. At the end of a highly successful summer term Jonathan was offered a full-time Language Arts position at the nearby Korean International School in HCMC for the following academic year (2005-2006).    
     However, I had the opportunity to work with Jonathan again in the summer of 2007 when he became available to teach a Summer Immersion Program at American International School in HCMC. As Principal, I had become intrigued by his ideas and professional skills in using computer technology and new media to teach the principles of journalism and academic writing to English Language learners. He deftly utilized the allure of technology to focus his students’ attention on the cultural and social changes in contemporary Vietnam by teaching them to communicate their observations in the form of blogs to be shared with students internationally. While producing creative projects under his direction, Jonathan’s students made large gains in academic writing and other literacy skills while expanding and sharing their understanding of cultural issues.  
    Following the success of his program Jonathan was awarded a one year appointment to American International School to teach Information Technology to Secondary school students for the 2007-2008 academic year. 
     Integral to the success of Jonathan’s teaching is the warm and positive rapport he   develops with his students. His classroom presentations abound with humor, wit and, most importantly, understanding. A motivating and inspiring instructor, Jonathan creates a challenging classroom atmosphere where critical thinking and academic excellence are valued and pursued. Students in his classes learn, create thoughtful, meaningful pieces using a variety of media and have fun while doing so. 
        Jonathan has become a multi-dimensional professional. He’s taken a leadership position in the introduction of the “House” system to his media-savvy Vietnamese teens at our Secondary campus.  He headed a multidisciplinary project with colleagues which has developed joint learning activities combining technology, EFL and content classes. In the area of curriculum development, Jonathan has recently created a set of sequential courses in Multimedia and Computer Science which will constitute American International School’s core IT curriculum. He has also received recognition in the Ho Chi Minh City expat community for his journalistic skills and his athleticism. 
    Jonathan is a gifted young educator who has humanized technology for young teenagers, exposed his students to the power and relevance of multimedia technology while developing within his students a life–long passion for the creative exploration. He has contributed to the larger educational and cultural community here in Vietnam.  
Jonathan is a unique young man who will be an asset to your educational program. 
Sincerely,  
Francis Radano Jr., Principal

American International School  

Ho Chi Minh City Vietnam 

